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country of slavery, instead of making use of them and flying1
away into Poland, a land of liberty !'l

D'Eon applied for permission to resign on the score
of ill-health, and to be allowed to join his regiment, but
his departure was necessarily postponed until a suitable
successor could be found. For his own part de Choiseul
became convinced that de l'H6pital was no longer fitted
for the post of ambassador at St. Petersburg, an opinion
shared by the King for quite different reasons, which
need not be entered into here. De l'H6pital, however,
was an old and faithful servant to the Crown and de-
serving of every consideration, so that it was felt to be
impossible to recall him abruptly, and such a step was
likely to give offence to the Empress, who had taken a
fancy to him, and received him at her Court with favour
and distinction. As a solution of the difficulty, de
Choiseul conceived the idea of appointing a colleague
to the marquis with subordinate rank, who should
eventually succeed him on his resignation, which, con-
sidering his age and increasing infirmities, could not lon^
be delayed. This colleague should be a personal friend of
his own, to whom he might confide and entrust his policy
and intentions, and he nominated the Baron de Breteuil,
a young man of twenty-seven, of distinguished appear-
ance and refined manners. The Count de Broglio, how-
ever, also had his candidate, M. Durand, a gentleman
attached to the Embassy at Warsaw, the King's secret
agent in that capital, initiated in the system, well con-
versant in Eussian affairs, and therefore eminently quali-
fied to serve the King's private interests at the Court of
Eussia in the room of D'Eon. This nomination the duke
resolutely refused to entertain. He had undeniably
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